
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF T}IE COMMISSIONERS
MEAGHER COUNTY, MONTANA

Tuesday
.lu,ly 2'd,2024

9:00 a.m. -1 1:40 a.m.
Met in Commissioner's Chambers

Chair Brewer called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Commissioners Present:

Chair Rod Breller and Commissioner Errol Galt were present for the meeting.

ACTION #1

Commissioner Galt moved to approve the minutes from June 18th 2024, Commissioner Brewer
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the minutes were approved.

Monthlv Sheriff ReDort - Jon L0DD:
Cancelled

Monthlv Road Renort - Jake Kusek
Cancelled

Commission Clerk Jenniler Deems presented the Commissioners with the Meagher County
Cattleguard Policy for signature.
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Meetins Called to Order:

Minutes:

Adopt Cattlesuard Policy
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*ESOLUTIOIi CSTABLISHINE REGULA?IONS AND PRO{TDURIS FOR THE
INSTALI. TION, MAINfE!{A.NCE, ANO REPLACEMTN" OF CAfiLE 6UAR}S ON

MEAGHTN COUNTY ROANS

wltEREAS, The Meagher counry commission is directert by stature to superise all
County roads within the Csunqr, see MonL Code Ann. g 7-14"2103;

WHEREAS, Meagher County is further direrted to enslre that no eRcroachments on
Cornty roads prevent. or oilsrucr raffic, such as gates, but rnay permit encroachments,
such as a cattle guard, fr:llowing a public hearinli see !,tort Code Ann. g 7-14-2134;

WHXREAS, there having been no written regulation or procedure in place for dre
installarion r:feattle gxards, the cost and tlie work typically having been borne by the
beneficiary cfthe cattle guard, the Meagher County Comrrrission has determined that all
new andfor replacement cattl€ guards eonform to the regulations and procedures sel forth
below;

WHIREAS, Meagher Ccunty Commission desires to limit the County's liability with
regard tn the installation and rnalltenancr: ofcatt]e guards;

NOW, ?HEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RE$OI,VED:

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated as part ol the resoluticn.

2. lt is the policy of Meagher Counly to a[[ow lbr the placement of cattle guards on
Counry roads For the convenience of landowners and the public. This policy is
conditi*ned upon the cost of installation and maintenance being boro by tlre party
prim*rily beneiitting from the cattle guard [in other words, the parry $eeking to
install or replace the cattle guardJ and that an aBpropriate placement of the cattle
guard on the County road can be locared. Meagher Counqr may deny a permit or
remove a rattle guard if it determines that the locatior ls: unsafe, unnecessary
prone to drifting; llooding, prone tc runoff filling the cattle guard, poor visibiliry,
blind hills or corners, or any otler condilion articulated by the R.oad Oepartment.
Nothing herein shall conflict with or abrogate the Caunty's duties regarding County
roads pur-srant to Mont Code Ann. S 7'14-2101 {202 3)'

3. Any individual or entity seeking to install or replace a cattle guard on a County road
("Applicant"] shall submit an *pplieation ftrr a Meagher County Encrcachment
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Resolutlon No. FY24.7,5 #,

WHEREAS, due !o recenr coxtrovercies abrut the ri6hts and responsibilities ofthe
beneficiaries ofcattle guards on Ccunty roads, the Meagher Ccunty Cornmission has
determined tlrat regulations as to the maintenance and repair ofthe approxim*lely 104
exislin6 and all future catlle guards is necessary to ensure installation and maintenance is
consisteu throughr:uI Meagher County;
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Permit to the Meagher County Clerk and Recorder's Office. Blank Permit forms will
be maintained, and updated periodically, by the Clerk and Recorder's ofhce.

4. The Clerk and Recorder shall forward complete applications to the Road

Departmenl The Road Department will schedule a site intpection within thirty [30)
days, or later by agreement ofthe Road Department and Applicanl The Road

Department may conduct a site inspection without the ApPlicanL

5. Within two [2) weeks of the site inspection, the Road Supervisor shall submit the
original permit application and a written report by the Road Supervisor containing a
recommendation to deny, modi$, or grant the application to the Meagher County

Commission. The Chairperson of the Commission shall put the application on the
Commission's agenda within thirty (30) days, or later by agreement of the
Commission and the Applicanl

6. At the Commission hearing the application may be denied, approved with
conditions, granted, or tabled so that more information may be gathered or to allow
the Commission additional time to inspect the site. Any actions taken by the

Commission will be recorded in the Commission minutes, and all documents,

including the record of actions taken by the Commissioners will be maintained by

the Clerk and Recorder's office. The permits shall not attach to specific pieces of
properly in the chain of title, but shall be rnaintained independently and organized

according to township and range.

7. The cost of installation and of ongoing maintenance oF cattle guards will be borne by

the ApplicanL Work may be performed by the Meagher County Road Department,

or by J contractor approved by the Road Supervisor. At all times, it is the Road

Depirtment,s sole discretion to determine whether tbe work has met the County's

standard.

8. Cattle guards will meet or exceed the following standards:

a. A minimum load rating of H-20 (32,000 lbs. per axle)'

b. A minimum dimension of 7 feet wide by 24 feet long'

c. Installed on poured concrete or cast concrete footings with a minimum of 2

feet of support along the full length of the cattle guard'

d. Posts set back from the end of the cattle guard between 3 and 6 feet to allow

for the placement of fencing'

e.Thepermitmayrequestamodificationofanyoftheabovestandardsbased
on site specific conditions, however, it is a strong preference of t}
Commissiontomaintainconsistencyofcaftleguardinstallationcounswide.
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9. The er:st ofa cattle g:*!rd installed or cort of maintenance try Meagher Ccunty will
be set by the Roacl Oepartlxent and revierred by the Cornmission psriodically, Up-
ta-date costs will tre provided by the Clerk and Reccrder's ollice wit}l new
applicali$n$.

1$. fn the event thra a nremlrer of the public gives notice to the Couqty, or the Road
Depaltnent beromes aware in the cour$e of normal duties lhat a cattle guard is in
the necld of mainte*ance, the Road Deplrrtment rhall give nstiee t{, the person {:}n the
pernrit, or if thele is no permil, {}r tlrey eannot be reached, shall plaee notiee on the
cattle guarrt flursuftnt t{r Mo t. Lod* Ann. $7-14-?135. ln the eve*t t}re [oad
Department delermincs, in tiieir s{,le {iis{retio,n, lhat the fattle guard is no longer
safe, the {lounly rnay re}rl$ye it i$$rcdiately and provid* hotiee thereof *s quickly as
pr:ssible.

Dated this 2 day 0fruiy, 2024.

MfiACHE}t COUNfi COMMISSIO$

Rod Brewer, Chairma*

Errol Calt, Cot[mi$sianer

{*
llul-witz, mlssl0n€r

AT?ES?

er Cour:ty Clerk and Recorder,
Liv West

trf t

r .rl r

se*a-

4

a-l

Measher Countv Vehicle Use Poli cy - Dayna Ogle
ChielFinance Officer, Dayna Ogle entered the chambers at 10:30 a.m.

Ogle presented the Commissioners with a rough draft of a County Vehicle Use Policy for review.
Ogle and the Commissioners discussed several aspects of the policy. Ogle stated Montana
Association of Counties (MACo) is also working on a Vehicle Policy. Ogle suggested waiting
for the MACo policy to compare with. The issue has been tabled until the MACo policy is
finished.
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(irassv Mountain Fire Dis trict - Ben Hauslln. Penn Plac hv
Chairman, Ben Haugan and Vice-Chair. Panny Placy entered the chambers at l1:00 a.m

Haugan and Plachy sought clarification from the Commissioners regarding the reappointment of
Board member Rich Siebken for the Grassy Mountain Fire District (GMFD). The
Commissioners confirmed that according to Liv West, Election Administrator, Mr Seibken did
not submit a Candidate Filing fbrm for a board position and therefore that position is vacant. The
Commissioners have requested that the GMFD board recommend candidates for appointment,
and they will subsequently appoint based on those recommendations. The GMFD Board will be
on the Commissioner's Agenda on J]uly 9th,2024

Commissioners were presented with Check #61534 through Check #61558 totaling $77,013.27

and electronic check #-99899 through electrnnic check # -99888 totaling $4,458.04. All Checks

were signed as presented.

Commissioners were also presented with payroll check#14083 through check#14091 totaling

$36.287.01 and electronic check# -85084 tluough electronic check# -85026 totaling

$ 187.175.12. All checks were signed as prescnted.

Meetins Adiourned:

Meeting was adjoumed at I I:40 a.m

Next ll cetins:

Commissioners are scheduled to meet Tuesday, July gth.2024

& RECORDER CHAI N

;ERK 4

VICE-CIIAIRMAN

COMMISSIONER

Note: Minutes t6ken by Clerk lo the Commission Jcnnitar Deems
Distributcd July 9lh ,2024 to Chairman Rod Ureucr. vicc Chair Ben Hun{itz. and Commissioner Enol Cah. and Clerk & R€oorder Liv wesl
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Claims Aoproved:

srAr
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