
PRO CEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF THE COMMISSIONERS
MEAGHER COUNTY, MONTANA

Tuesdav
May 7th,2024

1 I :3 0 a.m. - 4: 10 p.m.
Met in Commissioner's Chambers

Meetine Called to Order:

Chair Brewer called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m

Commissioners Present:

Chair Rod Brewer, Vice Chair Ben Hurwitz and Commissioner Errol Galt were present for the
meeting.

Minutes:

ACTION #1

commissioner Galt moved to approve the minutes from April 16th,2024. commissioner Hurwitz
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the minutes were approved.

No n da Items
. City of White Sulphur Springs Support Letters

commissioners signed letters of support for the city of white Sulphur springs, willow creek
Reservoir and Sand Filter Treatment Facility Improvement projects.

o Provider Appreciation Day
commissioners were presented with information regarding provider Appreciation Day.
Commissioners agreed to proclaim May IOth provider Appreciation Day.
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Resolution FY23.Z4 #87

Resolution FY 23.24 # y-l
Proclamatlon by Meagher County commissioners

ProviderAppreciation Day

May 7O.2O24

WHEREAS. Child Care Aware@ of America and other organizations nationwide are recognizing Child Care
Providers ol1 this day; and

WHEREAS, child care has provided a safe. nurturing place for the enrichment and development of millions
of €hildren nationwide and is a vital force in our economy; and

WHEREAS, the pandemic illuminated how indispensable child care providers are for the well-being and
economic securily of [e.9,, state, City, County] young children, families, and communities; and

WHEREAS. child care programs, which are mostly small businesses, run and staffed predominantly by
women, continue to recover from the health and financial hardships stemming from the pandemic to meet
the needs of more families; and

WHEREAS Meagher County recognizes that child care has been and continues to be a Iifeline for families,
communities, and the economy. As such, it has provided much-needed support to providers to help sustain
the viability of child carei and

WHEREAS, the future depends on the quality of the early childhood experiences provided to young
children today; support for high-quality child care represents a worthy commitment to our children's
future:and

Now. therefore. We, Rod Brewer, Ben Hurwitz, and Errol Galt. Commissioners of Meagher County, hereby
proclaim May 1.0. 2024, as Provider Appreciation Day in Meagher County and urge all citizens to recognize
Child Care Providers for their important work, and how valuable they are tor our communities

Dated this 7th day of May,2024

ATTEST MEAGHER COUN

Rod Chairman

Ben Hurwtiz. mrSSton

Kd

r County

Liv West o()
Errol Galt. Commissioner

[]
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^ r-{ '.)
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Month ly Sheriff Reoort - Jon Lopn
Meagher County Sheriff Jon Lopp entered the chambers at 1l:55 p.m.

Sheriff Lopp presented the commissioners with the compraint report for the month of Aprit.
The Sheriffs office received 2g2 incoming cals, 14 9-r -1 cals, and 329 people came into the
office for a total of625 people that contacted the sherifps office in the month ofapr .
Lopp informed the commissioners that Disaster and Emergency services (DES) received a Bair
grant in the amount of$30,000 to purchase an Emergency Services side by side.
Lopp also informed the Commissioners that the Sheriff s office received a Bair grant in the
amount of$ 17,000 for 5 new radios for patrol vehicles.
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Monthlv Road Report - Jake Kusck
Road Supervisor, Jake Kusek entered the chambers at 12:28 p,m.

Kusek and the Commissioners discussed gravel crushing both east and south oftown.
Kusek mentioned that the permit for the gravel pit at Fort Logan is currently under review by the
DEQ.
On May 296, the road crew will be attending the 2024 Montana Association of County Road
Supervisors (MACRS) district haining in Boulder for gravel road training.
Kusek stated the load weight on the bridges in Ringling have been downgraded to 5 tons and
repairs are necessary.

commissioner Brewer informed Kusek that the culvert on Horse creek which flows into Hay
Creek is washed out. Kusek plans to have the road crew assess it.

Intent to sell capital asset - 2001 CAT l43H srader to Citv of White Sulphur Sprinss
commissioners discussed the sale of the 2001 caterpillar l43H Motor Grader to the city of
White Sulphur Springs for the amount of $50,000.

Resolution FY 23.24 #88

Il.esolution No. _&8_
ITESOLUTION AUTHORTZINC THI! TRANSFEII OF PROPERTY BETWEEN

CIiRTAIN GOVEIIN-MENT ENTTTIES.

WHtiREAS. MoDr. C'odc n nn. N 7-8-221 l. duthorizes rhe Board of County Commissioners to
sell. tradc. or cxchangc anl. rcll or pcrsonal propel ty, however acquired, bclonging to the County
thal is not lccessary lo lhe .onduct ol'county Lrusincss or the presin,ation ol.itipropeny.

WHDIIEAS, rl} Countv Roud Depxrrnrenr will be replacing the 2001 Carerpillar l43l{ Motor
Gradcr. Serial No. lAl,0087j purchlsed ou Dccembcr 27. 2b00 and,

IVHnREAS, thc abovc.-described propcn-y is not ncccssary ro the conduct ofcounty busitess
and.

WHIIRIIAS. thc City of White Sulphur Sprillgs has an interesr in purchasing the above
described propcny for the sunr of$50.000

NOW, THEREFORIT, IT tS HERI,By R!:SOLVED, The Boanl of Counry Commissioners
resolvc 10 scll the 2001 caterpillar l43l.l Moror Grader. Serial No. I AL00g75 for the sum of
550.000 (filiy rhousand doilars and no ccnrs) to rhe City of White Sulphur Springs.

Dated this a day oIMa],- t024

ATTI]ST

Count\ Clcrk

MEAGHER COUNTY COMMISSION

l{od B . Chai

IlencLERk 17_. oner
!l

Errol Calt. Comrnissioner
.o

ir
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Hard Rock Minins Impact - Harold Blattie
Harold Blattie entered the chambers at 12:46, Cassie Cobum, Bill Bryan, and Nancy Schlepp
entered the chambers at 1 :10 p.m.

commissioners asked Blattie about the impact he saw as a commissioner at the time, when the
East Boulder mine started production in Stillwater County and ifthere are any suggestion or tips
he could give Meagher county as the Black Butte copper Mine moves closer to production.
Blattie stated although the number of employees is significantly smaller than the Stillwater Mine,
expect an increase in planning costs associated with small subdivision applications from land
owners. He added that after the mine is producing and the area becomes attractive to developers
to expect additional planning costs for potentially larger subdivisions.

Blattie spoke of the increased tax revenue the mine would generate from the Gross Proceeds Tax
and the Metal Mines License Tax. The metal mines license tax is split with 47% going the state
general fund, 2.5%o to the hard-rock mining impact trust account, g.5% to the hard-rock mining
reclamation debt service fund,'7%o going to natural resources operations state special revenue
account and the final 35Yo going to the county the mine is located. Of the 35ok that is distributed
to the county, not less than 37.5% is allocated to the county hard-rock mine trust account, any
money not allocated to the aecount be further allocated 33.33oh to the county for general
planning and economic development, 33.33o/o ro the elementary school districts within the
county and 33.3%o to the high school district within the county. Gross proceeds or class two
property tax is taxed 1.81% of gross value in excess of$250,000 ofconcentrate shipped to a
smelter.

Blattie reviewed section 8.1 Tax pre-payments of the Black Butte Hard Rock Mining Impact
Plan. Blattie suggested since the plan was approved in 20lg that an ,,adjustment,, 

be made to the
plan to align the impacts more accurately with the curlent costs

Clerk &Rccorrler Fl,m nloym nt - Liv Westc

Liv West entered the chambers at2:30 p.m.

west introduced Brandi Driedlein newly hired Deputy clerk & Recorder. west stated pemy
Plachy temporary emproyment w l end on May 20e, 2024. Addirionay, west informed the
commissioners that the student form the work Based Learning program at white sulphur
springs High School will end on May 171h. The advisor for the program will be meeting with
West to discuss participating in the program in the future.

Martinsdal eTVDi trict Di olution
commissioners discussed dissorving the Martinsdale TV District and giving the remaining
Martinsdale TV District Fund (7372) cashbalance of $500g.35 to the Marlow TV Dishict in
Wheatland County.
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Resolution FY 23.24 # 89

Ilosohttion Nu. ,-69

ITIiSoLTII'ION Ot' IN'I'TiNl' 1'(} DISSoLVIi iVIARTINSDALE TV DISTRIC'r' AND
't"RANSI.-tiR ASS[1'S'rO !VHIiATLAND COUNTy MARt_O't.V DISTIItCT.

MEACI.II]R COUN'TY COMMlSSION

wlllittliAs' Ivlonr. c<rcle r\nn. g 7-l l-1029. authorizcs tlrc B.ard ofcounty Comnrissioners thc
abilit."" to dissol!c a speci l disrricr il il is comidcred to be in rhc besr inrercst ofs local
-rlov!'rnment. il thc purposc Irrr crcating thc special distr.ict has lrcen l'ulfillcd or ifthe spccial
(li\lrirl is not n,tcLlcd in pcrpcruirl ln,l.

WlllilltrAs, rhc Maninsdllc IV Disricr has l'Lrllilled its purpose. rhe equipment has been
rcnrovcd and 1hc district is no longer nceded and.

WtlliR-EAS, thc Martinsdulc 'l'V Disrricr. I,und ?372. has a cash balance of$5.008.35, pursuant
to Nlont. Cocle Ann. rs 7- I l- 1029 (71c) rhat anlount will be transf'ered to the Wheatland Countv
l\4arlo'l'V District upon dissolurion.

NOW. THElllil-OltE, l'f IS HERIittY RltSOLVliD.l'hc Board of Counry Commissioners
upon gir ing noricc ro thc la\naycrs \yirlrin lhe dislricl pursuanl to Monl. Cod; Ann. N 7-l l-1029.
\vill dissolve lhc Martinsdalc TV Dislricr attd tmnsfe!.the cash balance of$ 5,008.35 (live
thousand eight dollars and tlriny-tirc ccnts) to thc Whcatland Counry, Mar.lo TV Dislrict on July
r.10t4.

/\ l..l-lisT

I-iv,,\. West
rcr County Clerk &

R}{e

Rod Brc\vcr. Chai

IJcn IIunri lsstoner

I-lnol Galt. Commissinrrer

j!

Am bulance RFP - New Vehicle - Sara Driem er and Jack Be rp
Sara Driemeyer and Jack Berg entered the chambers at 3:00 p.m.

Berg brought the Request for proposal G$p) for an ambulance from Apgar to the
commissioners' attention. He then questioned whether any formal procedures were required to
terminate the contract with Apgar rega"rding the ambulance. Attomey Hurwitz assured that he
would review the contract, taking into account the previous extension, and believed that
canceling the contract would not pose any issues. The Ambulance Board will issue a new RFp.
Additionally, they are exploring grant opportunities to purchase a new power Load, power cot
for the new ambulance.

Airport S-vcar Can ital Imn rovement Plan

.srir

Commissioners reviewed the 5-year Capital Improvement plan for the Airport
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Martinsdale Water & Sewer District Undate - Kathv Borg
Kathy Berg and Jim Maddox entered the chambers at 3:50 p.m.

Berg gave the commissioner an update on Phase One of the Martinsdale Water and Sewer
Project. Berg stated Martindale Water and Sewer District should be getting the contract for the
community Development Block Grant (CDBG) very soon. Berg also stated the Martinsdale
water and sewer District signed a contract with DO-ALL construction out of Lewistown, MT to
complete the work. Berg said although they have not started construction on Phase One yet, they
are already looking ahead to Phase Two. Martinsdale Water and Sewer District held a Public
Hearing for Phase Two on April 24,fi,2024. Berg asked the commissioners if Meagher county
would be willing to let Martinsdale water and Sewer apply for another CDBG grant for phase

Two, the Commissioners agreed.

Public Comment:

No Public Comment.

Claims Anorovcd:

commissioners were presented with check #61375 through check #61406 totaling $30,g65.29.
Electronic Claims Check #-99939 through Check #-99926 totaling$5,977.79

Payroll check # 14062 through check #14071 totaling $37,g40.52 and Electronic payroll
check# -85207 through check# -85149 totaling $16g,706.66 All checks were signed as
presented.

Mectins Ad iourned:

Meeting was adjourned at 4: 10 p.m.

Next Meeting:

Commissioners are scheduled to meet Tuesday, May 14h,2024.

& RECORDER CHAIRMAN

CE

\
COMMISSIONER

(* I

sr"E4
l* r

(.) r
nl

E R( 4

Note: Minutes takeo by Clcrk to thc Conunission Jcnnifer Dccms
Distributcd May r4G' 2024 to chairman Brewer, vicc chair Hurwirz, ard commissioncr Ga.rt, a.od clerk & Recorder west
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