
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
MEAGHER COUNTY, MONTANA 

Tuesday 

September 9™, 2025 
9:00 a.m. — 11:36 a.m. 

Commissioner Chambers 

Meeting Called to Order: 

Chairman Hurwitz called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners Present: 

Chairman Ben Hurwitz, Commissioner Rod Brewer and Vice-Chairman Errol Galt were present 
for the meeting. 

ACTION #1 

Vice Chairman Galt moved to approve the minutes from September 2" and September 4%, 2025, 
Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed. 

Chairman Hurwitz moved to approve the minutes from August 19" and August 26, 2025, 
Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed. 

Sheriff Report-Jon Lopp 
County Sheriff Jon Lopp entered the chambers at 9:00 a.m. 

Lopp distributed Meagher County Sheriff’s Office Complaint Report for the Month of August 
2025. In this month, the Sheriff’s Office received three hundred six (306) incoming calls, thirty- six (36) 9-1-1 calls, and one hundred sixty-eight (168) people coming into the office. For a total of five hundred ten (510) people who contacted the Sheriff’s Office. 
Lopp informed the Commissioners that in August, two (2) incidents within the city and two (2) incidents within the county were required to be reported to the National Incident-Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS). 

(2) Two tickets were issued in the City and four (4) in the County. 
(0) Zero warrants of arrest were served in the City and zero (0) in the County. 
(4) Four sets of civil papers were served in the City and two (2) in the County. 

Lopp reported that they received a bid for a new 2025 F-150 4x4 patrol pickup. Lopp also stated there will be a week-long state trial at the end of the month and the deputies will be getting overtime. 

Road Report-Jake Kusek 
Road Supervisor Jake Kusek entered the chambers at 9:28 a.m. 

Kusek reported that he is currently finishing up mowing and grading the road. One of the graders experienced a water pump failure, and another has springs protruding from the bottom of the seat. Kusek is looking into getting these fixed. 

Health Nurse Report-Eva Kerr R.N. 
County Health Nurse Eva Kerr R.N. entered the chambers at 9:57 a.m. 

Kerr reported that on August 15, 2025, she visited the Martinsdale Colony and administered vaccinations to nine children. 
Currently, there are five Homemaker clients and two Respite clients receiving services. 
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Kerr noted the need to purchase RSV vaccine doses totaling $2,500 for five doses. This Purchase 

is required to participate in the Vaccines for Children program, which provides fre? vaccines to ) 

uninsured children and Medicaid recipients. Although she did not acquire the vaccine last year, it 
is now a mandatory requirement. She has not yet encountered any kid’s cases of RSV this year. 

Cemetery Report-Kathy Palmer 

Cemetery Board Chair Kathy Palmer and Cemetery Sexton Randy Hardin entered the chambers 
at 10:57 am. 

The Commissioners inquired about the status of the new lawn mower. Hardin reported that it has 
been purchased and is performing well. 
Palmer, Hardin, and the Commissioners discussed the finalized budget figures for Fiscal Year 
2025-2026. During the conversation, the Commissioners shared their intention to construct a 
new building at the Cemetery in the future. 
Palmer also mentioned that there are currently three indigent individuals who require burial 
arrangements. 

Library Report-Rachel Wahlstrom 
Library Co-Director Rachel Wahlstrom entered the chambers 1 1:27 am. 

Wahlstrom shared that the seed library has been very successful. Community members have both 
donated and borrowed seeds. The initial setup cost was $120. At the end of the year, they will 
submit a report to the state detailing what was borrowed to help with inventory tracking. 
Technology assistance for seniors continues to be in demand. Starting October 1, 2025, 
Wahlstrom will visit the senior center for one hour on the first Wednesday of each month to 
provide tech help. 

A long-term goal for the library is to establish a bookmobile. In the meantime, they are exploring 
a smaller-scale outreach program using personal vehicles to deliver materials within city limits. 
While this initiative is still in development, they are also preparing to launch a program at the 
hospital’s Memory Café for individuals with Alzheimer’s and dementia in the coming months. Shannon Washburn and Rachel Wahlstrom will attend the directors’ meeting on September 15- 16, 2025. They’ve been invited to assist with Local Government Relations, a state project aimed at strengthening connections between libraries and county government entities. Their role will include helping train new library directors across the state. 
The Montana Library Association’s fall meeting will be held at Chico Hot Springs on October 5— 6,2025. 

Preschool and story time programs have begun, with 26 children currently participating. Wahlstrom also presented a copy of the library’s new logo. 

Adopt a Final Budget-Jennifer Deems 
Finance Officer Jennifer Deems entered the chambers at 11:09 a.m., 

Deems and the Commissioners signed the Appropriation Authority and a Resolution Establishing the Method of Levying Voted Mills. 

ACTION #2 

Vice Chairman Galt moved to approve a Resolution Fiscal Year 25.26 429 Establishing the Method of Levying Voted Mills as a Dollar Amount. Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed. The issue is hereby resolved. 
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RESOLUTION NO. FY 25.26 #29 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE METHOD OF LEVYING VOTED MILLS AS REQUIRED BY LAWS 
2025, CHAPTERS 674 AND 767 PASSED IN THE 69TH MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

WHEREAS, Laws 2025, Chapters 674 and 767 passed in the 69th Montana Legislative Session 
requires that a taxing entity with a local mill levy limit of a specific number of mills that may be 
imposed that was authorized by the voters before May 13, 2025, shall elect one of two 
methods to recalculate those mill levies. 

WHEREAS, a taxing entity may either elect to: 

(a) transition a voted mill levy to a dollar-based mill levy equal to the amount of 
property taxes assessed in fiscal year 2025 and thereafter subject to the provisions of 15-10- 
420{1){a); or 
(b} levy the number of mills in fiscal year 2026 that will generate the amount of property 
taxes assessed in fiscal year 2025. In fiscal years after 2026, the local government may levy an 
amount not to exceed the number of mills levied in fiscal year 2026. 

WHEREAS, the County of Meagher has the following mill levy authorized by the voters 
before May 13, 2025: 

Meagher County City Library’s County Mill Levy - 5 voted mills 
Meagher County Weed mill levy ~ 3 voted mills 

Meagher County Extension - 3 voted mills 

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Commissioners Meagher County, Montana, that: 

1) The Meagher County City Library’s County voted mill levy, Meagher County Weed voted mill levy, Meagher County Extension voted mill levy will be transitioned to a dollar-based mill levy 
equal to the total authorized ad valorem tax revenue assessment in fiscal year 2025 and 
thereafter subject to the provisions of 15-10-420(1)(a); and 

2] The total authorized ad valorem tax revenue assessed in fiscal year 2025 for the 
Meagher County City Library’s County voted mill levy was $45,910,00; and Meagher County Weed mill levy was $42,237; and the Meagher County Extension voted mill levy was 527,546, 

3) Hereafter, the Meagher County Commissioners may levy up to $45,910.00 plus the rate of inflation provided for in Section 15-10-420(1){a) MCA for the Meagher County City Library; and $42,237 plus the rate of inflation provided for in Section 15-10-420(1)(a) MCA for the Meagher County Weed; and $27,546 plus the rate of inflation provided for in Section 15-10-420(1)(a) MCA for the Meagher County Extension; and 

4) For fiscal year 2026, the Meagher County Commissioners will 
Levy $45910 for the Meagher County / City Library’s County voted mill levy; and 542,237 for the Meagher County Weed mill levy; and $27,546 for the Meagher County Extension mill levy. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 9" DAY OF September, 2025 

Chairman, Ben Hul 

Za ot Fagp 
Vice Chair, Errol Galt 

Commissioner, Rod Brewer 
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Deems presented the Commissioners with a Resolution Adopting the Final Budget for Fiscal 

Year 2025.2026. 

ACTION #3 ) ' o 

Vice Chairman Galt moved to approve Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2025.2026. Commissioner 

Brewer seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed. The issue is hereby resolved. 

RESOLUTION NO. FY25.26 # 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4030, MCA, provides that the governing body shall adopt the final budget by 
resolution. The resolution must: 

Authorize appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year and Establish legal 
spending limits at the level of detail in the resolution. 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4020 requires that a preliminary annual operating budget must be prepared for 
the local government; and 

'WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4021 requires that the governing body shall cause a notice of public hearing on the preliminary or amended budget to be published, and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4024, provides that the governing body must hold a public hearing in accordance with the natice given pursuant to 7-6-4021; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners held a public hearing on September 4™, 2025 where residents of the County were allowed to express their concerns about the proposed budget; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the proposed budget, received the estimated ending cash balances for ali county funds, made changes to the budget as deemed necessary following the public hearing(s) and from input by elected officials and department heads, and computed the estimated taxes, fees and assessments needed to fund the fiscal year 2025 - 2026 budget. 

The final budget after any amendments to the preliminary budget and after considering any public comment is adopted. This resolution authorizes: 

Appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year and sets the legal spending limits at the county fund level as set out in FY 25.26 Attachment “A”, (The fund level detail is stated in the formal budget document and established in the County's accounting system), sets levies as setout in FY 25.26 Attachment *B” and sets salaries/wages as set out in FY 25.26 attachment “C". 

The effective date of this resolution is July 1, 2025, even if the resolution is adopted after that date. 
Dated this 9" day of September, 2025 
Prepared by: 

Board of County Commissioners: 

%; % & Liond> 
/ nce Officer -Jennifer Deems Chairman Ben Hurwil 

Attest: &»»C\‘ iflflj 
Commissioner Errol Galt 

> =2 ) 
[ D 

Commissioner Rod Brewer 
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Fiscel Year 2025.2026 
Morket Valuation: $646,918,041 Taxable Valuation: 9,181.921 

[Special Districts - Fees ] fstate 
2150 Predatory Animal (Sheep) $0.60/nd] 7521 [University Millage Fund 3 
2155 Predatory Animal (Cattle) $0.50/ha} 7527 State Equalization Fund 40, 
7205 |Martinsdale Fire Service Area $50.00/vr] 
7371 |WsSTV $40.00/yr] fSchools 
7372 ___|Martinsdale TV Diss| 7529 |Elementary Equalization 33 
7373 |Checkerboard TV Diss) [7531___[High School Equahzation 2 

7820 _[County Wide Transportation 
[County Speciat District 7830 (High SChoO (hece, Usam, FEAY 

2110 [Rowd - s vae- 7438202 534 
2191 Special PONCe-sai vabm » $1.750678 47. 7:% 

12200 MOSGUITO DIST -\t vatos + S1750679. 3.920] [District ¥8 K - 12 
26400 |Martinsdale SID - v voe -5 Y 7701201 |General 
2240 Cometery - wa varue + S8438 94 7701210 _|Transportation 1 
7206 (Grassy MEn Fire - v vae + $310 686 7701211 _|Bus Depreciation i 
7207___|Castle Valley Fire - vaue - $%.008 17701213 _[Tuition il 
7350 SOBConservation-ms vaive « §5.707.701 7701217 _lAdult Education iK 
7860 "OF WSS~ Atk varue » 5373068 7701228 |Technology i 

7701261 _|Buiiding Reserve i 
General & Misc. Sm Funds wi vawe - 39,181 21 7701250 _|Debt Service (New School) 840kt | 

1000 General Total| 205470} | 
2170 |Airport 
2180 |District Court 
2220 |Ambulance Ditrict s8N 0| #6753 
2250 [Planning Board 
2271 [Mental Heaitn District #8 OUT Nolennep | 556,02 
2300 [Rural Addressing_ 
2309 Public Safety 
2240 |Fire 
2378 |Meagher Co Health 
2382 |Search & Rescue 
2384 |Uability Ins 
2500 [Solid Waste 
2850 911 Emergency 

2860 |land Use 
2670 [K-9 Unit 
2517 |Crime Victim Advocate 

Total 

[Voted 
2130 [Weed - wivee - srasio 4 
2220 [LIbrary - w vae - 59,483 921 5. 
2290 [Extension - s vave <5815 3 
2275 [Hospital - v vewe - su01911 
7861 [Gity Of WSS- w4k vesue < S1.73088. 154, 
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ATTACHMENT C - FINAL SALARY WITH LONGEVITY 

FISCAL YEAR 2025 2026 

EFFECTIVE 7.1.25 

Name Fund HIRE DATE YEAR YRS NEWHRLY  LONGEVITY 

Airport Maint. 2170 | 030813 | 2013 | 12 |5 4583]S - 
Ambulance Bilfing Clerk 2230 01.25.07 2007 18 IS 2166]$S 

Ambulance Orivers 2230 $ 1000 

Finance Assistant 1000 | 062525 | 2025 §. 2801 
|Buliding Maint. Boler 1000 9.04.25 2025 $ 231 

[Buikding Maint 1000 S 2000]8 
Financial Officer 1000 07.24.23 2023 2|8 21 

Clerk & Recorder 1000 08.15.20 2020 BB 500.00 

Commissioner Dist_ 1 1000 01.01.09 2009 16 |S 2821185 800.00 

Commissioner Dist. 2 1000 01.01.23 2023 2 15 28211)8 - 

Commissioner Dist. 3 1000 10.08.13 2013 12 1S 28211$ 600.00 
County Attorney 1000 01.01.19 2019 6 |5 626313 600 .00 

Depty Clerk & Recorder 2024 05.06.24 2024 115 2635]$ . 
Deputy Sheriff 2191 | 111814 | 2014 | 11 |5 2731]$ 5726788 
Deputy Sheriff 1000 02.15.21 2021 4 15 256118 197748 

Dispatcher 2850 03.05.01 2001 24 15 2861[S 2000.00 

Dispatcher 2309 01.16.14 2014 11 1S 246115 1120000 
Drspatcher 2309 | 062424 | 2024 11§ 2027 
Dispatcher 2850 03.16.10 2010 15 ]S 2761]$ 150000 

Dispatcher 2309 | 042722 | 2022 3 15 2361[s 30000 
Dispatcher (PT) 2305 S 1800 

Dispatcher (PT) 2309 12.10.21 2021 4 1S 2363 

District Court Clerk 2180 12.14.20 2020 5 |s 28als 500.00 

Health Nurse 2378 051314 | 2014 | 1105 3a42]$ 110000 
Health Nurse Assistant 2378 | 011922 | 2022 3 [s 3117[S 30000 
Home Health Care 2980 05.28.15 2015 1013 2088}$ * 
lustice of the Peace 1000 | 092319 | 2019 6 |s 2sa1fs 30000 
Library Clerk 2220 04.30.22 2022 3 1S 2019 
Library Clerk 2220 05.18.23 2023 2 1S 2019]s 

Uibrarian Director 2220 | 08.07.07 | 2017 8 |5 2419]% 
Ubrary Director 2220 | 112619 [ 2015 6 |5 241915 
Reserve Officers 2309 T 1S 2100 

Respite Care 2988 06.04.20 2020 s IS 2019 

Road Crew 2110 07.27.25 2025 0 s 2321 - 
Road Crew 2110 03.0721 2021 4 |5 47§ 400.00 

Road Crew 2110 06.12.19 2019 6 15 27071S 600.00 

2015 | 10 [$ 3207]§ 100000 
2024 118 227 
2024 1 |5 1827 

2001 | 24 |5 29535 1343441 
2009 | 16 |5 2821]S 160000 
2025 0 |S 2480 
2018 7 IS 295315 298165 

2020 s |8 271718 . 

2021 4 15 211718 
2018 7 1S 25171S 70000 
2011 [ 14[s 273715 140000 

Errol Galt : 

Page 9 of 10



NON-AGENDA ITEM: 

ACTION #4 

Resolution FY 25.26 #31 

Commissioner Brewer moved to appoint Mike Teter for a 1-year term on the Consolidated City 

County Planning Board until June 30™, 2026. Vice-Chairman Galt seconded the motion. A vote 

was taken and passed. The issue is hereby resolved. 

Public Comment: 

No public comment. 

Claims Approved: 

Commissioners were presented with Check #62834 through Check #62855 for amount 

$118.,853.13. ACH Check #-99473 and check # 99472 for the amount of $1586.80. 

Total for Claim Check Amounts: $120,439.93. All Checks were signed as presented. 

Meeting Adjourned: 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m. 

Next Meeting: 
Commissioners are scheduled to meet Tuesday, September 16", 2025. 

& RECORDER CHAIRMA 

ST St 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

COM%;?SIONER 

Note: Minutes taken by Clerk to the Commission Briana Frasicr. 
Distributed September 16", 2025 to Chairman Hurwitz, Vice-Chairman Galt, Commissioner Brewer, and Clerk & Recorder Liv A. West. 
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